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June 15, 2016 

 

Mr. Jesse Geller, Chairman 

Brookline Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Re: 40 Centre Street Comprehensive Permit Application 

 

Dear Mr. Geller, 

 

I understand that the zoning board of Appeals, in discussing the 40B project at 40 Centre Street, 

wanted to know why the Preservation staff and Commission had not nominated this building for the 

National Register.  I would like to clarify the review process that was conducted on the project, and the 

National Register nomination policy administered  by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

 

Demolition Review 

 

The Preservation Commission and staff review demolition of buildings in Brookline. If a building 

is deemed to have historic merit, the Commission has the option of placing a stay of demolition for up to 

12 months (or up to 18 months for National Register properties) to allow the Town and the owner to 

discuss alternatives to demolishing the building.  

 

Last summer, the previous owner of 40 Centre Street, Mr. Warren Becker, submitted a demolition 

review application to the Planning Department, which preservation planners found to be initially 

significant.  

On August 11, 2015, the Preservation Commission conducted a public hearing for 40 Centre 

Street and upheld the initial findings of significance. The Commission imposed a 12-month stay, which 

expires on August 11, 2016. Mr. Becker did not apply to have the stay lifted, which would have entailed 

working with the Commission to discuss alternatives to demolishing the building. Once the stay expires, 

the current property owner, Mr. Robert Roth, is allowed to apply to the Building Department for a 

demolition permit.  
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